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Nobody can make a difference. Why should
I vote; it’s all a bunch of bull.’’ I’m telling
you, in the 4 years I have been President,
I now am more optimistic than I was the
day I got here. I believe more strongly than
I did the day I got here about the potential
of all of us working together to make good
things happen.

And this country is a very great country.
There are 10 million more people working
than there were 4 years ago; 8 million people
have refinanced their homes; 3.7 million peo-
ple have homes who didn’t have them; hun-
dreds of thousands of people have better col-
lege loans than they did; 45,000 young people
are working to rescue their communities in
our national service programs and earning
money to go to college. Don’t let anybody
ever tell you that you can’t make a difference
in a democracy, that you can’t change the
course of the country, that you can’t lift peo-
ple up or pull people together. That is not
true.

And the most important thing maybe you
can do in the short run when you go home
is tell people this country works. That’s why
we have been around for 220 years. This
country works. This is a great country. And
you have to pull your weight and challenge
your friends and family members to do the
same. But I will say that if you do it, the
best days of this country are still ahead.

Thank you, and God bless you all.

NOTE: The President spoke at 1:33 p.m. in the
East Room at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to Mayor John Doring of
Montoursville, PA; Joseph Caouette, chairman,
Americanism Commission, and Lawrence Sperry,
national commander’s representative, American
Legion; Peter Johnson, 1963 Boys Nation alum-
nus; and Peggy Sappenfield, national secretary,
American Legion Auxiliary.

Statement on Signing Legislation
Authorizing Most-Favored-Nation
Trade Status for Bulgaria
July 18, 1996

Today I am pleased to sign into law H.R.
2853, authorizing the termination of the ap-
plication of Title IV of the Trade Act of 1974
to Bulgaria. It permits the President to ac-

cord permanent most-favored-nation (MFN)
status to Bulgaria.

This is an important milestone in U.S.-Bul-
garian relations. Bulgaria joins Hungary, the
Czech Republic, and Slovakia as democratic
countries from which the United States has
fully removed trade restrictions that origi-
nated in concerns about human rights prac-
tices during the Cold War period. The legis-
lation signals America’s confidence in the po-
litical development of Bulgaria and reaffirms
America’s commitment to Bulgaria as it con-
tinues its difficult and historic economic
transformation.

Bulgaria’s favorable record on immigra-
tion, its progress in the protection of human
rights and development of a democratic,
free-market society, and the establishment of
cooperative relations with the United States
helped facilitate passage of H.R. 2853.

William J. Clinton

The White House,
July 18, 1996.

NOTE: H.R. 2853, approved July 18, was assigned
Public Law No. 104–162.

Executive Order 13012—
Establishing an Emergency Board To
Investigate a Dispute Between the
Southeastern Pennsylvania
Transportation Authority and Their
Employees Represented by The
Brotherhood of Locomotive
Engineers
July 18, 1996

A dispute exists between the Southeastern
Pennsylvania Transportation Authority and
its employees represented by the Brother-
hood of Locomotive Engineers.

The dispute has not heretofore been ad-
justed under the provisions of the Railway
Labor Act, as amended (45 U.S.C. 151 et
seq.) (the ‘‘Act’’).

A party empowered by the Act has re-
quested that the President establish an emer-
gency board pursuant to section 9A of the
Act (45 U.S.C. 159a).

Section 9A(c) of the Act provides that the
President, upon such request, shall appoint
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